Broads Authority

Standards Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2008
Present:

Mr M Cook (in the Chair)


Mr D Ayre

Mr N Hancox




Mr A S Mallett

Mr S Revell

Ms R Varma

In Attendance:
Mr R Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services 

Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor and Monitoring Officer
11
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

12
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  


With regard to minute 9 (Local Government and Involvement in Public Health Act 2007) the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer reported that he had not been successful in identifying another authority which would be willing to enter into joint arrangements.


After some discussion the Committee agreed to await the publication of the relevant regulations before deciding the approach to be taken. 
13
Consultation on Implementing the Local Filter of Code of Conduct Complaints

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer which sought the Committee’s views on issues raised in a recent consultation paper on implementing the local filter for Code of Practice complaints.

The Committee considered the questions posed in the consultation paper together with the suggested response put forward by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer.


The Committee agreed the following amendment to Answer 1 (b) 


“A requirement to perform the functions through sub-committees is only workable in the case of the Broads Authority if it enters into joint arrangements with another authority, increases the size of the standards committee or is permitted by the regulations to co-opt other members of the Authority for these purposes.”

A number of other minor amendments were made to the proposed response.


RESOLVED


that the amended response to the paper “Orders and Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England”  (copy in minute book) be approved and forwarded by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer to the Department for Communities and Local Government. 


(A copy of the agreed response is available upon request to the Head of Administration and Committee Services).
14
Standards Board Checklist

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer which requested that it considers how the Authority measured up to a range of requirements and recommendations set out in a checklist which had been recently issued by the Standards Board.

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer noted a number of minor amendments in relation to the comments concerning the check list. 


RESOLVED

that the comments in the second column of the checklist be approved subject to the following: 
(a) the need to increase the size of the Committee be considered at the next meeting;

(b) training be offered to independent Chairs and Vice Chairs; and

(c) that the Authority’s website be used to inform the public of the new arrangements.

15
Politically Restricted Posts
The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer which advised the Committee on the legal rules applying to politically restricted posts and the implications for the Authority.
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
16
Date of Next Meeting


The Committee agreed to move the next meeting from the scheduled date of Wednesday 4 June to Wednesday 11 June 2008. The meeting would be held in the Committee Room at 20 Colegate and would commence at 2.00 pm. 
The meeting concluded at 3.20 pm.
Chairman
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